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^ 0 U tVeMeTe""the Immediate *.»«« 
nroblem now confronting the coun 
K in which tney lie, it is believed 
that in the long run the counties 
have more to gain from the restora¬ 
tion of the forest to a condition pro¬ 
ductive of revenue than by allowing 
the present destructive process to 
continue. 


“It should also be borne in mind 
in this connection that purchase by 1 
' the United States of 50 per cent of I 
the land area of a county does not 1 
necessarily mean the removal of 50 1 
percent of the taxable property in the 
county, since the land tax ordinarily 
represents only a part of the county 
income and the lands purchased by 
the United States, which usually 
comprise the least valuable tracts,! 
represent only a small part of the 
total land valuation on which taxes 
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are paid. 

“While it is the expressed P US P 0S ® 
*■ i— Cavirirvo t.n acnuire these 



In a loader wreck he got his start. 


Judge George W. McClintic, always 
with the best interests of his native 
county and state at heart, has been 
giving consideration to probable ef¬ 
fects of the wholesale buying up 
lands in Pocahontas County for na¬ 
tional forests purposes. His is the 
acute, analizing mind, and he readily 
sees there are two sides to this ques¬ 
tion of the federal government buy¬ 
ing up lands in the country—that is 
to say, there are behefits and there 
also draw backs. In a letter to Con- 

~ays: JenningS Rand <^ h th D e 
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Probably will fn? forsome tim e, and 
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v*“ j uwmjr in that I 

county, and likewise an actual farm¬ 
er, and I have been paying up the' 
Joss on that farm for some time, and 
probably will for some time to come. 

“The public prints say that the 
Government of the United States 
may buy possibly one-half the total 
acreage of land in Pocahontas County 
I do not know whether you thorough¬ 
ly appreciate what this would mean 
for the farmers who were left and 
who would have to pay the taxes to 
keep the county running. To with¬ 
draw one-half the acreage of the 
county from taxation is a very serious 
matter. There is a county in North 
Carolina by the name of Swain, or 
Swayne from which the Government 

cent of e J B haVe taken sixt ? Per 

cent of the land, and the authorities 
of that county have been trying to get 
the na eSS r t0 grant " J some relief, under 
ter wfn U h lar Clrcums tances. The mat- 

^ , U e rm P ed ttheneXCSeSSion - “ 

earnesU3° U sl! e M« , t respeotful| y. J'et 
i r suggest to you that if this 
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.Imort (tally by men who had served under him and 
, ' ^ hl I n • “ thelr <ormer comm «nder, to help them 

tajK, whtah had been premia In the proclamation. 
ZSZZV'SZ Urm * ° f U " P roc l‘ ,mati °n. and the actual 

nt;. WU noW oppo * d by 

I!/"*™” 1 ,"* **’ * overT,ment - »h* Virginia Assembly. 
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ho "** to which Crawford referred. This cabin was still stand- 
*»f •« U» cW of the Civil War. The tract of land which Craw- 
- • ; reared here is still railed Washington s Bottom. On 
^s*’*!* 10 **"* ,o **• eU0,, °* *!*• Daughters of the Pioneers in 
le a section of a tree biased by William Crawford 
“ *** , hing <4 this Und 


imm Clevefand, an employee of George Washington, was 
"* wstb a group of indentured servants, In 1775, to build a 






























West Virginia History 


slaughtered- For too many years much of the formerly fertile 
land ha* been carelessly or Ignorantly farmed, leaving it worn 
and useless. Too often West Virginia's wealth of natural re- 
sou nx* has been exploited by those who gave nothing in re¬ 
turn to the state from which their profits were taken. Too many 
of West Virginia's people, unwilling, like James Cleveland’s 
“redemptioners," to stay and work for their own good and 
that of the state, have gone where the prospects are brighter. 


Although the wilderness frontier has vanished, other fron- 
m for West Virginians to conquer. There are frontiers 


..... . xucie are ironuers 

u. ..ew industries to be attracted to the state which 

will build security for the people and develop the areas where 
they build, as Kaiser Aluminum is doing at Ravenswood. There 
are frontiers in science: new uses to be discovered for West 
Virginia* natural resources. Such work is now in progress at 
the Appalachian Experiment Station of the United States 
Bureau of Mines, near Morgantown. There are frontiers in 

V 0 .* tfained f ° r futUre citizenshj P- There 
aw frOBb eri to agricuiture: the land and forests may still be 
^ produc *‘ and foodstuffs for the nation, 
k** last analysis, the development of aU these frontiers 

5st,z^ id j , , w r n8 r'* 

aad the win „^ tJn . * **** problem* can 

la. ^ ***** 
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the portraits of the distinguished predecessors of Judge McClintic, 
and it will help the judges who sit on this bench, the lawyers who 
practice in this court, and the public generally to keep fresh in their 
minds the memory of this great judge and good man who for so 


The subject of a famous lecture was ‘The Numerals." The 
author pointed out that numerals declared distances, calculated 
values and determined weights. But, says the author, the real worth 







I I^hecame a^member of this court that I learned to know 
hT ntimately. As a novice jurist, questions sometimes arose which 
, desired to discuss with someone. I soon found that I could talk 
with Judge McClintic freely, confidentially, if need be, upon most 
subject. His vast fund of general knowledge, his familiarity 
with fundamental principles of law, and the reasons for them, their 
historv and their purposes, usually enabled him to suggest an answer 
to the question or a solution of the problem which bothered me. 

of my limited knowledge and experience. I enjoyed visiting with 
him, and to hear about law questions and courts, lawyers of the past 
and present, and his experience as a judge. Abstract systems of 
law had no appeal to him. He never tried to fit the conduct of the 
litigants into some well-recognized pigeonhole or groove of law. 
In his approach to a case he became familiar with the facts and then 
reached into the realm of legal principles and chose one or more, 
which, when applied to the facts, would produce just and beneficial 
results, just as a skilled mechanic would reach into his tool box 


He enjoyed talking to people and spent hours in his office hearing 
the troubles of others. The poor and unfortunate found in him an 
hmiret. sympathetic and courageous representative, and their cone- 

judge McClintic perfectly typified strength. Massive and rugged 
U, lace and form, great in mind and pure in heart, he was strength 
l ’ , ' M lll,ln “" P rs i ihcatioi Hi high place in the history of 
Iln, court IS secure. He was a great Judge and he was a great 
American. 

He to gone, and while the west is still aglow with his radiance, 

, 1 r "> I"" 1 ' 1 ' “'"I <»>“' count of (air own selves. His 

(..eat m Intellect, nohlc i„ undue, in friendship, courageous 

" 'T'! ..I.rial which l„a<l.,,„»lely portravs 
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of William H. and Mary Mathews MeClintic. In One Thousand 
Eight Hundred and Eighty-three he was graduated from Roanoke 
College with a Degree of A. B. and was granted the Degree ol 
l B from ,he University of Virginia in One Thousand Eight 
Hundred and Eighty-six. His Alma Mater, Roanoke College, e 


ie Hundred and Twenty-eight. He came to Charleston for the 
practice of his profession in One Thousand Eight Hundred and 
Eighty-nine and formed a partnership with one of West Virginia’s 
most distinguished lawyers, Wesley Mollahan, and into this organi¬ 
zation later came W. Gordon Mathews, recognized as one of the 
states most brilliant younger lawyers, the firm being Mollahan, 
MeClintic & Mathews. 

George MeClintic served as City Attorney of Charleston from 

Hundred and Seventeen. In One Thousand Nine Hundred and 
N ineteen he was elected as a Member of the House of Delegates 
and was the outstanding majority member of that body, not only 
being chairman of the Judiciary Committee but also serving as 
Floor Leader. He was serving in that capacity when the Amend¬ 
ment to the Constitution which has given West Virginia its good 
roads was considered and it was probably the most important 
measure, the passage of which was largely due to his efforts. He 
was in the Legislature when he was appointed to the United States 
District Court for the Southern District of West Virginia by Presi¬ 
dent Harding in One Thousand Nine Hundred and Twenty-one. 
He c ontinued to serve as Judge of the United States District Court 
•i util his retirement in One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-one, 
spending the last year of his life in his home in Charleston. 

It was while on the bench as United States District Judge that 
national attention was focused upon him by reason of his decisions 
it. lalmr dispute cases, his strict enforcement of the Eighteenth 
Amendment and the prohibition laws stemming from that ainend- 
ri ‘ particularly his humane enforcement of the proha- 
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his directing mind in the trial of 
in the direction of what he believed 
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re) : r wish to road a telegram afld 

or iV &au?judgToTthe Fourth Circuit, 

3N HARRY E WATKINS UNITED STATES D1S- 
bldccharleston wvir 
iimCFS SOPER DOBIE AND 1 REGRET THAT 
J CANNOT ATTEND MEMORIAL SERVICE IN 
HONOR OT JUDGE MCCL1NTIC THIS AFTER¬ 
NOON BUT WISH TO PAY TRIBUTE TO HIS 
HIGH CHARACTER OUTSTANDING ^|dTY 
AND DISTINGUISHED SERVICE AS A JUDGE 

JOHN J. PARKER SENIOR CIRCUIT JUDGE. 

ninr.F. MOORE: The letter is from Armistead M. Dobie per- 


Charlottesville, Virgi 

























MEMORIES 


OF 

MY FRIEND 

GEORGE WILMOTH 

BY 


BENJAMIN F. POSCOVER 
(January 2001) 
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